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Whence its capacity for achieving something beyond or
different from the verdict of the senses ? We are forced
to assume, therefore, that the given brain-stmcture does
not owe its particular nature merely to the effect of
surrounding conditions, but also and just as much to the
peculiar and autonomous quality of living matter, Le. to
a fundamental law of life. The given constitution of the
organism, therefore, is on the one hand a product of outer
conditions, while on the other it is inherently determined
by the nature of living matter. Accordingly, the primordial
image is just as undoubtedly related to certain manifest,
ever-renewing and therefore constantly effective Nature-
processes as it is to certain inner determinants of the
mental life and to life in general. The organism confronts
light with a new formation, the eye, and the psyche meets
the process of Nature with a symbolical image, which
apprehends the Nature-process just as the eye catches
the light. And in the same way as the eye bears witness
to the peculiar and independent creative activity of living
matter, the primordial image expresses the unique and
unconditioned creative power of the mind.
The primordial image, therefore, is a recapitulatory
expression of the living process. It gives a co-ordinating
meaning both to the sensuous and to the inner mental
perceptions, which at first appear without either order or
. connection; thereby liberating psychic energy from its
bondage to sheer uncomprehended perception. But it also
links up the energies, released through the perception of
stimuli, to a definite meaning, which serves to guide action
along the path which corresponds with this meaning. It
loosens unavailable, dammed-up energy, since it always
refers the mind to Nature, transforming sheer natural
instinct into mental forms.
The primordial image is the preliminary stage of the
idea (q.v.} its maternal soil   By detaching from it that